LORD   CARSON
antagonist. " No, no/' said Carson, " it is not a bit of use
your being impertinent to me. I am too old a hand to be
put off by that. You'll have to answer my questions, I'm
afraid." Thus he foiled a deliberate attempt to throw him
off his guard. The witness had evidently based his plans on
such an attack succeeding ; when it failed, he absolutely col-
lapsed. He was a perfectly honest man, and at heart a gen-
tleman, and he seemed thoroughly ashamed of himself: he
made admission after admission, and the company suc-
ceeded. This showed Carson's new colleagues how well pre-
pared he was to deal with any tactics ; yet, after all, com-
pared to William O'Brien defended by Tim Healy, dealing
with stout English brewers was easy money.